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So You Finally Got an Article Out of Me!

My Dearest Central-St. Matthew Family,

| have truly enjoyed our fellowship together
over the past year and | would like to thank

you all and Pastors Fred and Wil for greeting
me with open arms.

Since joining | have had an opportunity to
learn a lot about ministry, our church, our

denomination, and committee meetings©.
One thing | learned that is needed to make a

church work, more than meetings, no matter

how well planned or thought out, is love. Well
how do we love? Good question! Love comes
out of personal relationships. One of my
college mentors told me, “People don’t care
how much you know until they know how
much you care,” and while | may complain
about meetings, | have seen how they become
a sacred space to show love for our church.

As a history major in college and a member of

a UCC church | thought had a good working
knowledge of the UCC. But over the past year
working on the transition team and worship
committees, | have realized how much
background there is to look at before each
decision. There are personal, cultural, as well
as generational perspectives that need to be
lifted up and honored in our processing. We
have to overcome our personal preferences
and ask how do we worship God together?
For Central-St. Matthew to grow, we need to
continue getting to know each other. Some

ways to do that are to join a committee or

participate in the upcoming neighborhood
meetings with our new interim minister, or
maybe we just need to hang out and do a

movie night in the lounge. There are just so
many possibilities of what our community can
do together for the common good and each
other.

Finally, | am excited to announce that | have
decided to apply for fall admission to Eden
Theological Seminary. The leadership and
mentoring of Fred, Joan and Dale and your
support helped me with the discerning
process. You all showed me Christ’s love and |
truly love and thank God for each and every
one of you.

Live Long and Prosper,

Sloan

PS

Here is a list of some of our committees:
Worship  Committee, Social Concerns,
Bienville Property, Music, Recovery,

Fellowship, Media (Newsletter, website, and
print coming soon), and many more...

Join one today!




Next steps for the Transition Team

The largest task for this team was selecting an intentional interim minister. Now that the task is
done, we see our role as helping to connect the retreat output (our 8 ministries) with the schedule we
assigned to each of these. Believe it or not most of the things we said we wanted to do in the first quarter of
this year, we have accomplished.

The team met in early February with facilitator Jean Watts and reviewed our first quarter goals and
tasks. The team was excited and pleased that so much had been started and completed. This does not mean
that everyone participated or that everything was done. It just means we’re off to a better start than we
realized. Take for instance the Social Action or Concerns committee is just now meeting to determine what
social issues have peoples’ interest.

Our next meeting is March 10. This time we will meet with Rev. Douglas Moore, our interim pastor
and Jean Watts, our facilitator. This meeting will get Rev. Moore on board, while Jean will help to keep us
honest in our documentation and tasks. Our intent is to review our second quarter goals, correct or enhance
them and move forward.

As we move forward, each transition team member has signed up to participate in at least one ministry. We
hope you will, too.

Continue to pray for this partnership.

Neighborhood Meetings

In the next few weeks, so we can get to know our new minister and so he can get to know
us, there will be a series of neighborhood gatherings. We intend to do this primarily by zip code.
Someone will be asked to host the gathering and others may be asked to bring refreshments or
drinks. These informal gatherings are another way for us to fellowship with each other outside of
our regular church meetings. Hope you are available to meet and share some time with each other
and with Rev. Moore.
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Our Shared Histories

In the months ahead we plan to present stories of Central’s and
St. Matthew’s history in the newsletter.
Statement includes preserving the heritage of both churches.
This month we present a historical sketch of St. Matthew UCC.

A part of the Vision

The history of St. Matthew is documented in the Louisiana
Secretary of State’s archives, as well as in the church’s
records. The past articles and by-laws mark some of the
transitions of the past 160 years, and show our
predecessors’ views of the church’s purposes and missions.

Today’s St. Matthew began as the German
Evangelical Church, chartered on June 2, 1849 (the date
that St. Matthew celebrates as its anniversary). On June 14,
1861, another congregation, the Evangelical Church was
founded. In 1884, the leaders of the two churches “jointly
declared that at several meetings of their Wardens and
Trustees of said churches, resolutions were passed mutually
and fraternally to consolidate the two Churches” into the
German Evangelical Church of the Seventh District of New
Orleans. The combined church’s purposes were ‘“the
worship of Almighty God, and for the spiritual
advancement of the members of the Congregation.” When
the churches combined, “the Church situated on the
Madison Street near corner of Third Street was selected as
the Regular place of worship.”

By 1909, the church had moved to the corner of
Elm and Dante streets and had built a church and Sunday
school buildings and a parsonage on that property. The
congregation voted on July 11, 1909 to change the church’s
name to St. Matthew German Evangelical Congregation of
New Orleans, Louisiana. The Act of Incorporation was
also amended in 1909 to expand the objects and purposes of
St. Matthew to “the Worship of the Almighty God,
according to the doctrines and tenets of the Evangelical
Church, and for the spiritual advancement of its members,
and for that purposed to own and manage a house of
worship, under such rules and regulations as may be
determined by the congregation of such church, or by its
Board of Church council.”

A special congregational meeting was called after
church on Sunday, May 13, 1918, “for the purpose of
adopting an amendment to Article (1) of the Charter
changing the name of St. Matthew German Evangelical
Church to that of St. Matthew Evangelical Church
eliminating the word German.” That amendment was
adopted unanimously and was recorded in the City notarial

archives. Some of the documents refer to St. Matthew as
“The St. Matthew’s Evangelical Congregation of New
Orleans, Louisiana” in that time period.

On December 13, 1943, the congregation and
church council voted to change the church’s name to St.
Matthew Evangelical and Reformed Congregation of New
Orleans, Louisiana — which is engraved above the
columns on the Carrollton side of the sanctuary (built after
St Matthew moved to Carrollton in about 1932). That
charter amendment also recognized women serving on
church council, though twelve of the eighteen positions
were reserved for “male members.” The earlier charters
provided for an all male church council.

A lengthy congregational meeting was held on
February 1, 1956 to amend the charter. As occurs at
meetings today, ‘“Each proposed amendment was the
subject of prolonged and careful study, review and
explanation by the members present. After
considerable discussion, explanation and review of the
amendments and changes recommended to the charter, the
necessity and advisability therefore, the matter was put to
a vote, and upon motion duly made, seconded and
unanimously carried,” the church name was changed to St.
Matthew Evangelical and Reformed Church of New
Orleans, Louisiana. The Church Council was known as
the Consistory in 1956, a title that is still sometimes used.
The congregation also voted to buy the property next to
the original Carrollton Street building (today’s sanctuary)
and build our present offices, class rooms and Fellowship
Hall at that meeting, under the leadership of George W.
Prechter, Jr.

Roy C. Gebhardt was President of the
congregation when the church name was changed to St.
Matthew United Church of Christ, by unanimous vote on
May 1, 1977.

Throughout the past 160 years, St. Matthew has
remained focused on worship and spiritual growth, while
also changing to meet the desires and needs of the
congregation. Today, we face further challenges,
opportunities and transitions as a congregation.




Letters from the Flock

Dear Friends at Central/St. Matthew,
Shirley Adams sent us a warm and news filled letter about the "go'in's on in the church.

Number One: We miss you all very much and spend time reminiscing and wondering how you all are.
We are both well, the parsonage is sweet and (thank the Lord - twice the size of our house in Metairie.)

North Falmouth is a bit like a Scottish or Irish Village. Beautiful hills and curves give way t o bays and
bogs all around us; most of the houses are very old - and beautiful, but small and weathered or painted
white - (no multi-colors here....)

The North Falmouth congregation is very involved in church life; many attend activities several times a
week. (Well, it is really a very small, close knit town.) There's a thrift shop that helps with the budget
and mission, a men's breakfast, women's and youth bible studies. There are a lot of children, and Fred
is giving hilarious (and educational) children's sermons every week - as well as leading youth group
activities....His sermons have been very well received (a lot of laughter and "ah ha moments!) Most
people are so surprised that church starts and ends in Fred time (on time). | gather that the former
pastor was inclined towards longer sermons. The former pastor use to preach for 45 minutes the glow
and good will in people's eyes is unmistakable.

The music is beautiful...but very New Century. The music director is very good, but we do miss Beth
and the multi-cultural choirs....

Food is incredibly central to the fellowship. They all seem to be brilliant bakers and there is always a
coffee hour after church that nobody wants to miss and a lunch on Thursday's that no one should miss....
Julie (officially and sometimes named as the "first lady!) has been warmly welcomed. Fred (although
very, very, very busy) is in new pastor heaven.

| travel to Boston twice a week to teach a course at Emerson College two hours each way....|
am continuing to work in getting my film distributed...

That's all for now, Julie Gustafson

Dear Spiritual Family,

I just wanted to let you all know that this past weekend | was called to be the next Senior Pastor at Bethel Church
UCC in Houston, TX.

I hope to see you all soon at Central St. Matthew before the move.

My heart is so full when | think of each one of you and what Central St. Matthew means to me. You will always be
my spiritual family, and always, always remain in my heart.

I know Central St. Matthew has much in store. You will remain in my prayers- for God Does do a New Thing!
With much love and love in Christ,

Maggie




One Great Hour of Sharing: The Lenten Offering of the United Church of Christ

As we enter the time of Lent it is time to think of the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering. We wanted to share an article from the 2008 Mission Report to
underscore how this offering has helped and continues to help those in need
including those in our own city. The below article is about a young man who has
recently stayed at St. Matthew/Central. Enjoy reading the article and prayerfully
consider your contribution to OGHS this year.

Where Is Your Treasure?

When seventeen-year-old Jeff Galasyn from Saco, Maine, signed up for his
third disaster recovery mission trip in New Orleans, he wasn’t thinking about how
your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing helped create the program that facilitated
his hands-on service. His heart was in the wallboards of the home he was
repairing so the family could move back in and get a new start in life. When
Chris Rose, a columnist for the Times-Picayune newspaper in New Orleans drove
by that house one day and stopped to interview Jeff, Chris wasn’t thinking about
how your gifts to OGHS made it possible for volunteers from all over the country
to stay involved in the lives of neighbors recovering from disaster. His heart was
in the story Jeff told of paying more attention to the world around him, of asking
hard questions, of listening more to people’s stories. Chris began to look around
again with new eyes and make his own life-changing commitments. When Roma
T. Lambourne, and 84-year old resident of New Orleans, read Chris’ newspaper
column and wrote a thank you addressed simply to “the High School in Saco,
Maine,” she wasn’t thinking directly about your OGHS gifts. Her heart was in
the gratitude she experienced in the presence of God through the commitment of
these volunteers to accompany those affected by disaster. As Rene Menard, the
assistant headmaster of the high school in Saco, Maine, read Mrs. Lambourne’s
note in the school assembly and wrote back to her his own thanks, he wasn’t
thinking about how your gifts to OGHS were more than “just checks.” His heart
connected with the real lives that had been touched and changed.

Today, as Jeff is more aware of the world globally and more aware of people in
his own community with different stories to tell, his heart continues to be touched
and changed - as are the people around him.

You are part of this multi-layered story. You are personally involved in disaster
recovery through your gifts to OGHS. Your treasure puts into motion these heart-
wrapped connections that make God’s love real in the world.
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SEASON

E & ACTIGESS ‘ ~
New Orleans Theater at its Best! f v
March 6 - March 29 ’

An American Classic

= MEMBER

April 17 - May 10
ABCT in collaboration with

By Carson McCullers
Directed by Janet Spencer and Starr

June S5 -June 28

Directed by Tommye Myrick
July 24 - August 2
(G reatiore e o ne YA ncoe

ABCI/NORD Summer Youth Worksho:p
presents The World Premiere Of

Written and Directed by Anthony Bean

September 4 - September 27

August Wilson'siTPulitzer Prize Winning Play
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Crjonitheweblatihttp://anthonybeantheater‘com




Cleveland native Rev. Otis Moss Ill celebrates Black History Month with the national staff in worship
Written by Gregg Brekke
February 24, 2009

A capacity crowd filled the Amistad Chapel at the UCC's Cleveland headquarters on Feb. 18 to hear the Rev. Otis
Moss 111 deliver the sermon, "We're Not There Yet," based on the first chapter of Joshua.

Moss, pastor of Trinity UCC in Chicago, was invited as part of Black History Month celebrations hosted by national
staff throughout the month of February. Conference Ministers and seminary presidents gathered along with Cleveland
staff and guests from the greater Cleveland area.

The choir from Olivet Baptist Church, in addition to Cleveland's All-City Choir, performed at the service. Moss'
father, the Rev. Otis Moss Jr., recently retired from a 40 year pastorate at Olivet Baptist and is the church the younger
Moss referred to as his "spiritual home."

Moss' message centered on the historic precedent set by the election of Barack Obama as the first African-American
President. Yet he warned that those who have struggled for civil rights should not feel that the election of Obama is
the end of calls for racial justice. Like Joshua entering Israel, Moss asserted the journey toward racial reconciliation is
not over.

"For if we dare think that we are in the promised land we will give up the struggle and leave the legacy of the past
behind and operate in a world that is a figment of our imagination and romanticize what used to be in our country,"
Moss said. "And so it is important that we recognize that yes it is a post Moses moment but we have not yet reached
the promise land."

February is Black History Month and was observed by national UCC staff with a series of speakers, worship services
and profiles of notable African-Americans. One local presenter, Carole Brown of Euclid Congregational UCC, is a
Master Quilter whose work was displayed in Quilts for Obama: An Exhibit at the Historical Society of Washington

D.C. Prayer List

Shirley Adams, Marc Carter, Melvin Chaix, Ethel Creel, Harold Duplain, Warren J. Green, the
family of Georgiana Gurtner, Doreen Hume, Ellen Osborn, George Schwand, Gar Williams,
Landry Young, the new Officers of Central-St. Matthew, safety of visitors during Mardi Gras,
world peace

Flowers for March, 2009
March 1% In memory of Louis P. Slade from Marie E. Slade Weatherspoon.
March 8™ In honor of Loved Ones from Shirley Adams

March 15% In honor of the Congregation of Central-St. Matthew
March 22" In honor of the Congregation of Central-St. Matthew
March 29" In honor of Loved Ones from Leslie and Gil Wilson

Recent Memorials

For: Ruby Conzonere

From: Shirley Adams

For: Alberta Wahl

From: Evelyn Pittman

For: Georgiana Gurtner

From: Shirley Adams, Noel Braning, Shirley and Louis Carambat, William and Carey

Dazet, Linda and Harold Ostendorf, Jr., Yvonne C. Ostendorf, Evelyn Pittman




Central-St. Matthew, UCC

Interim Pastor:

Rev. Douglas S. Moore
Cell Phone:

802 299-6152

E-Mail:
dsmoore66@yahoo.com

Church Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 850527

New Orleans, La 70185-
0527

Phone:

(504) 861-8196
Central Church Office:
(504) 861-9980

Fax:
(504)861-8197

E-Mail:
stmatthewucc®aol.com

Office Hours:
Church Secretary:
Wed. and Fri. from 8 am to

12 pm, Thurs. 8 am to 4 pm

Wedre on the

See us at:
www.centralstmatthewucc.org

Ushers for the month of March
Bill Jeffrion, Stuart Harrison, Shirley Carambat, Vicki Weeks

Communion Servers
March 1% Pew Communion

Robert Perry, Jim Bonds, Dale Bonds, Carol Etter, John Etter, Chris Engelbracht
March 15" Intinction
Karen and Rodney Plummer
Scripture Readers
Michele D’ Aquin, Harold Ostendorf, Dale Bonds, Sloan Letman
Acolytes
Families of Central-St. Matthew

Greeters

Shirley Adams and Lucille Gebhardt
Helen Smith and Helen Green

ST. MATTHEW, UCC
P.O Box 850527

New Orleans, La 70185-0527

COMPANY NAME
STREET ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, 00000
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